
 

 

Collection Development Resources for Web-based Materials 
 
There are a vast array of resources concerning collection development in the context of digital history 
archives, digitization initiatives and collecting born-digital materials. Many are theoretical; some are 
practical. For the purposes of the Community Webs project we have selected a sampling of of references 
to suggest the kinds of collections development resources available and to provide instructive examples of 
projects and policies that can inform public library web archiving. 
  
In contrast to the number and variety of resources concerning collection development, there is less 
literature on a related phenomenon: community participation in digital history collecting by public 
libraries. Although many public library archivists understand the importance of community participation 
for developing and sustaining community-focused archival initiatives, their work to advance public 
engagement has not yet been codified and translated into accepted professional practices. Such efforts are 
primarily documented in ephemeral project reports rather than scholarly essays.  
  
We have sought to include examples of participatory archival development in this resource list because 
the Community Webs project focuses on archives in public libraries and inherently emphasizes 
community-generated content. The references and examples are not comprehensive, but they reflect the 
significance of public participation in the formation of public memory and web archives.  
  
As the project evolves, all of you, as early adopters, will be creating and contributing new references and 
case studies that can inform future digital history and web archiving work by your public library 
colleagues. 
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imprint of the American Library Association, 2016.  
 
Huth, Geof. Case Study 2: “Imaginative Digital Appraisal in a Small Institution.” From Appraisal and 
Acquisition Strategies,  Society of American Archivists, 2016. 
https://www2.archivists.org/sites/all/files/Module_14_CaseStudy2_GeofHuth.pdf  
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Leighton John, Nancy Kuhl, Seth Shaw, and Susan Thomas. "Born Digital: Guidance for Donors, 
Dealers, and Archival Repositories ." CLIR Pub 159, October 2013. 
https://www.clir.org/pubs/reports/pub159/.  

 



 

 
Rollason-Cass, Sylvie. “A Place for the Displaced: Collecting, Preserving and Learning from the Blogs of 
Hurricane Katrina.” Archive-It blog post.  
https://archive-it.org/blog/post/a-place-for-the-displaced-collecting-preserving-and-learning-from-the-blo
gs-of-hurricane-katrina/ 
 
Summers, Ed. “Assemblages of Appraisal.” Inkdroid blog post. July 12, 2017.  
https://inkdroid.org/2017/07/12/assemblages/ 
 
Taylor, Nicholas. “Collection Development for Selective Web Archiving.” Archive-It partner meeting at 
Stanford University Libraries. August 2, 2016. 
https://support.archive-it.org/hc/en-us/article_attachments/206245843/Collection_Development_for_Sele
ctive_Web_Archiving.pdf 
 
Theimer, Kate. Appraisal and acquisition innovative practices for archives and special collections 
Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2015.   
 
Theimer, Kate. “The Future of Archives is Participatory: Archives as Platform, or A New Mission for 
Archives.” Archives Next blog post. April 3, 2014. http://archivesnext.com/?p=3700 
 
Wallace, Patrick. “Unauthorized Voices in the Archive: Documenting Students Life in Middlebury 
College’s Community Web Archive.” Archive-It blog post. January 17, 2017. 
https://archive-it.org/blog/post/unauthorized-voices-in-the-archive-documenting-student-life-in-middlebur
y-colleges-community-web-archive/ 
 
“Social Media Archives Toolkit.” North Carolina State University Libraries. 
https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/social-media-archives-toolkit 
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Sample Guidelines and Policies for Digital Collections  
 
Columbia University Libraries. “Web Resources Collection Program.” 
https://library.columbia.edu/bts/web_resources_collection/policies.html 
  
Documentary Heritage Collection Sector, Library and Archives of Canada. “Digital Collection 
Development Policy.” 2006. http://www.collectionscanada.ca/collection/003-200-e.html 
 
Houston Metropolitan History Research Center, Houston Public Library. “Archival Collections 
Management Policy.” http://www2.houstonlibrary.org/hmrc/docs/ArchCollManWeb.pdf  
 
Library of Birmingham (UK). “Archives and Collections Policy Statement.” 
http://www.libraryofbirmingham.com/article/archives/archivesandcollectionsstatement 
 
Library of Congress. “Library of Congress Collections Policy Statements Supplementary 
Guidelines.” https://www.loc.gov/acq/devpol/webarchive.pdf  
 
Special Collections Division, East Baton Rouge Parish Library. “Collection Development 
Policy.” Updated October 25, 2015 http://ebrpl.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=8787197  
 
Stanford University Libraries. “Web Archiving Collection Development.” 
http://library.stanford.edu/projects/web-archiving/collection-development 
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